
PRAIRIE CHAPEL - A 20-year-old woman
suffered serious head injuries and had to be
taken to an Indianapolis hospital by an air
ambulance after a single-vehicle accident
on State Route 57, just north of Prairie
Chapel Church. 

Unofficial reports late Monday said that
the woman was declared brain dead at an
Indianapolis hospital and was being kept
alive on life support systems pending the
notification of her possibly out-of-state
family. She is an organ donor. She suffered
massive head and brain injuries in the
wreck.

However, in an encouraging turn of
events, and what could only be called a
miracle, the Indiana University optometry
major is now officially listed in serious but
stable condition.

According to her sister-in-law, and con-
firmed by her mother, Boyd had surgery to
relieve pressure on her brain early Monday
morning and is slated for more surgery

later.
She has brief periods of consciousness

and is lucid during those times. Her family
said she does have some paralysis, howev-
er, they did not know whether it was perma-
nent or a result of brain swelling.

Boyd was on her way back from
Evansville to Bloomington after making a
surprise visit to her mother in Evansville
for Mother's Day when the crash happened.

"It’s a miracle," Denise Boyd, her sister-
in-law, said Tuesday in an exclusive con-

versation with the Bloomfield Free Press. 
The accident occurred in the area of

County Road 200 South. According to
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Staff photo by M. Johnson
An AirEvac helicopter waits while emergency personnel tend to a critically-injured woman after a single-vehicle accident
on State Route 57 near Prairie Chapel Sunday. Her car can be seen in the background.
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Welcome to Bloomfield

BLOOMFIELD - "Welcome to
Bloomfield!"

Anyone who has been in town
longer than 10 minutes has prob-
ably heard those words and
undoubtedly will recognize their
origin - Col. Marcus 'Red'
Oliphant.

The constant fixture around
the Bloomfield area was recently
unanimously voted as this year's
Apple Festival Parade Grand
Marshal. His trademark quote -
"Welcome to Bloomfield" - is
this year's parade theme.

Oliphant, who is the son of
the late Charles and Rosie
Oliphant, is the last surviving

member of his family of five
brothers and two sisters.

A "born and raised south-
ender," Oliphant left Bloomfield
in 1946 to join the military. In
June of 1952 he received an
appointment to the United States
Military Academy at West Point -
a move that would change this
son of "dirt farmers" forever.

The day after he started West
Point, he married his longtime
sweetheart, the former Wilma
Jane Hinkle in the Cadet Chapel
at the military academy.

"Willie" as she was known,
passed away on Sept. 24, 2005.

After graduating The Point,
Oliphant enlisted in the Army Air
Corps - which later became the

United States
Air Force.

Serving dur-
ing the Korean
and Vietnam
Wars, Oliphant
reached the
rank of full-
bird colonel,
before retiring
and coming back home to
Bloomfield in 1973.

His wife's classmate from
Bloomfield - Stanley Barkley -
immediately offered Oliphant a
job at Bloomfield State Bank,
paying $8,500 a year.

By Michael Johnson
Free Press Editor
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Oliphant

Red Oliphant tabbed Grand Marshal
Harrah: Pool won’t re-open

BLOOMFIELD - The
Bloomfield swimming pool is
never likely to open again,
according to Town Council
President Eric Harrah.

During last week's Town
Council meeting, Harrah told a
crowd of questioning citizens,
"I'm only one board member, but
unless someone shows us a pot
of gold, I can't see that pool ever
opening up again."

He stressed that it would take
nearly $200,000 to fix the pool
in its current condition - not
including revamping the rest-
rooms to make them handicap-
accessible, and working on the
pump station.

"We want to fix it, but we
have a lot bigger problems in
this town than the pool - that's
open 11 weeks out of the year,"

Harrah said when Franklin
Street resident Judy Branstetter
questioned him about the possi-
bility of the pool reopening.

The pool - which has been
crumbling for years - was
recently inspected and found to
be dangerous to operate, so it
was closed.

The town will leave the pool
empty for this season, while it
decides what to do with it.

Last year, the town launched a
fundraising campaign to pur-
chase a new water slide, which
was installed mid-summer.

They also raised donated
money several years for patio
furniture for the deck of the
pool.

The pool - which loses sever-
al thousand dollars annually -
was constructed some 40 years
ago.

By Michael Johnson
Free Press Editor

By Michael Johnson
Free Press Editor
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RED: Apple Festival Grand Marshal
FROM PAGE 1

For the next four years,
Oliphant worked at the local bank
before deciding to sell real estate
for Frank Shoptaw.

Shortly after Shoptaw's death
in 1986, Oliphant founded Hilltop
Realty, named for his magnificent
home on South Seminary Street in
Bloomfield.

In 1996, Oliphant retired from
the real estate business and started
his third career - as Bloomfield's
unofficial ambassador of good-
will.

For the last 15-plus years,
Oliphant has hosted the annual
Labor Day music festival - first at
his home, then at the Bloomfield

Park - with such entertainers as
Joe and Jan Edwards from
Nashville, Tenn. and a bevy of
local talent.

In nominating Oliphant for the
Grand Marshal honor, Phyllis
Parkes said, "Red was born and
raised in South Bloomfield - a
native son - graduated in 1945,
graduated from West Point with
the class of 1952, has lived in for-
eign countries and other
states…flew missions over
Vietnam … only to return to
Bloomfield."

She continued, "[He supports]
local and BHS activities such as
the ball games, the speech team
and the NJROTC. He is benevo-
lent - I have seen him deliver gro-
ceries to shut-ins who were not
blessed with money - he wanted

nothing in return."
"I think it is time Bloomfield

gave Red some recognition for all
he has done for others," she fin-
ished her nomination.

In fact, the Apple Festival
Committee several years ago
attempted to make Oliphant its
grand marshal, but he declined -
showing his genuine humility.

This time, the committee got
his granddaughter Christina Small
and one of his daughters involved
to ensure his acceptance.

Oliphant and his late wife are
the parents of four girls, Becky,
Natalie, Mindy and Lisa. He has
nine grandchildren.

Oliphant will lead the parade
on Oct. 7 as it winds down Spring
Street to Franklin Street, then onto
Mill Street.

FROM PAGE 1
reports from the scene by Greene
County Sheriff's Deputy Dured
Townsend, Lindsey Boyd, 20,
Varsity Lane, Bloomington, was
traveling north on State Route 57
when she went off the west side
of the road, struck a guard rail and
flipped her Kia sedan end-over-
end.

The car she was driving is reg-
istered to a Georgia address, and
her driver's license showed an
Evansville address, so emergency
workers at the scene were surmis-
ing she could be a college student.

It was learned Tuesday morn-
ing that she is, in fact, from
Evansville. She was living in
Bloomington while attending col-
lege. 

The family has requested that
the hospital where she is being
treated not be disclosed. The
Bloomfield Free Press is honor-
ing that request. 

While the car was flipping, it
jumped a large culvert and ended
up on its top 51 feet off the west

side of the road in a wheat field.
The woman was entrapped when
rescue crews first arrived, but was
able to be freed by the time the
Greene County Ambulance and
Paramedic Service came on the
scene. She was transferred to an
AirEvac medical helicopter about
12 minutes later, and flown from
the scene. 

Also responding to the scene
were the Switz City Fire
Department, Richland-Taylor
Fire and Rescue and the
Worthington Police and Lyons
Police Departments. 

Bill's Auto and Wrecker
Service was called to the scene to
remove the car. Because of the
car's location, the wrecker had to
drive about 200 yards through a
wheat field before it could get the
vehicle. 

The accident occurred just
after 8 p.m. and was immediately
called in by a passerby.

MIRACLE: Girl survives
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