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The Way We See It
Celebrating the
working folks

You will notice that this week’s Faces & Places page is
all about the working men and women of Bloomfield
and Eastern Greene County.

Whether they are working in a fast-food restaurant, building
a house or turning wrenches for a living, we salute them - one
and all.

THE WAY WE SEE IT, they are the backbone of not only
our economy, but our entire community.

Think about it - without the everyday worker, where would
we be? You may take for granted the fact that your water
comes on every time you turn on the tap. Or you may not
notice that the storm sewers in Bloomfield do a pretty good
job of hauling off the rain water during a storm.

None of that could happen if it weren’t for those local peo-
ple who keep our daily lives running - and running smoothly.

Some work hourly, some are salaried. Some even work by
the piece. But one thing is certain - they all work and they
work hard.

THE WAY WE SEE IT, being a white-collar executive is
nice, but give us a hundred blue-collar men and women and
we’ll be ready to take on the world.

Jimmy Stewart put it rather well in 1946 in the movie It’s a
Wonderful Life. When Mr. Potter was looking down upon and
insulting the working-class of Bedford Falls, George Bailey
(played by Stewart), came back with the following line:

“Just remember this, Mr. Potter: that this rabble you're talk-
ing about, they do most of the working and paying and living
and dying in this community.”

THE WAY WE SEE IT, we couldn’t have said it better our-
selves.

ROSES AND THORNS
As a semi-regular feature of the Bloomfield Free Press, we

offer our Roses and Thorns section - a brief look at what we
perceive as the good and the short-of-the-mark happenings
recently.

ROSES to Circuit Court Judge David Holt, who, during a
recent Community Corrections committee meeting had the
foresight to raise a question about how a planned retreat for
the committee would be impacted by the Indiana Open
Meetings Law. The group did everything right to satisfy the
law for its meeting. Better to ask first, than to explain later.

THORNS to the handful of folks who believe cars and
trucks are not meant to have mufflers or some form of sound-
deadening device. A low rumble on a sports car is one thing,
but ear-splitting screams at 4 a.m. is too much. Come on, peo-
ple, a little consideration, please.

ROSES to the Court Appointed Special Advocate program
and all of its volunteers. (See story, page 9.) Since all of the
work done by the volunteers is done through the juvenile
court, they never get public recognition. They really make a
difference in children’s lives. Remember the Margaret Mead
quote, “Never doubt that a small group of thoughtful, commit-
ted citizens can change the world. Indeed, it is the only thing
that ever has.”

Dad, can we have a puppy?
Let me start this column by

saying that I am so proud of
our Bloomfield Jr./Sr. High
School students - and you
should be, too.

On Monday morning,
police officers from the
Southern Indiana Canine Drug
Task Force converged on the
school and did a thorough
sweep.

Every locker was sniffed - every car was checked
out by the four-legged police officers.

As you noticed in the front-page story this week,
the search of the school and grounds turned up no
drugs.

Parents - be proud. Administrators - be proud.
Kids - be proud.

Now, I’m not saying that there are no kids at
Bloomfield High School doing drugs. I’m not that
stupid or crazy.

What I am saying is that if they are, they are not
doing them at the school.

Now comes the part of the column where I really
get to what I was meaning to talk about.

I’m a dog kind of guy (even though we have three
neurotic cats). But in being a dog guy, I absolutely
had to look at those beautiful animals and talk with
their handlers at the school Monday morning.

Linton’s dog was there. Jasonville’s dog was
there. Worthington’s dog was there. So were dogs
from Oakland City, Bedford, Bicknell and the
Washington County Sheriff’s office.

Mighty fine specimens, if I might say so.
But, then I looked around and was reminded of the

fact that neither Bloomfield nor the Greene County
Sheriff’s Department has their own drug dog.

Now, I realize there are lots of arguments on why
we don’t need our own drug dog.

Those include the fact that we can call Linton P.D.
or Worthington when we need one.

Another argument against Bloomfield having its
own dog includes the cost of care and feeding, over-
time costs for the officer involved - and the fact that,

technically, whomever is the
dog’s handler will be storing
town property at his private resi-
dence.

Plus, there’s the fact that one
of the squad cars would have to
be specially outfitted for the dog.

OK, let’s knock out the easy
answers first.

The cost of training the dog
and its handler is $1,100 - and a

week’s time. Dr. Borders, a local veteranarian said he
would donate vet visits. According to Bloomfield
cops, the good doc even is willing to donate some
food for the furry guy.

Outfitting the car is not a big deal, either. At most,
a high-quality crate for the back seat is around $500.

As for storing the pup off town property, that
answer is probably the easiest of all. A number of
town employees drive town-owned trucks home
every night and park them in their driveways or
garages.

What is the difference between taking a dog home
or driving a $25,000 truck home? They are both tech-
nically town property.

Finally, and here is the real kicker - Bloomfield is
able to get a fully-trained, experienced dog (worth
upwards of $5,000) for ... NOTHING.

That’s right, a drug dog is available now and we
can get him for zip, zilch, nada, nothing.

So, regardless of what the arguments on the other
side might be, I say it’s time for Bloomfield to have
its own canine unit.

I encourage folks to contact their respective town
council person - Janet Basye, Eric Harrah or Gary
Swinney - and tell them the same.

If just the fear of a random drug search can keep
our schools in line, it just might put the fear of God in
some of the meth-heads running around our commu-
nity.
(R. Michael Johnson is Editor and Publisher of the

Bloomfield Free Press. His award-winning column,
Off the Record, appears every Wednesday in the Free
Press.)

Off the
RECORD

r. michael johnson
editor/publisher

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

Dear Editor,
In a world filled with violence,

what a lovely thought that we
could bring back some laughter
and smile once in a while.

A true “made in America with
love.”

Well, friends, the appearance
of the Bloomfield Free Press
affords us this chance.

Many of my buddies gave their
lives for their freedoms - and their
parents and their grandparents,
etc.

Locally, Jeff Rogers - a friend

down the road - is currently in
harm’s way overseas, so we
should never take our freedoms
lightly. I love that young man, as I
do this country.

I was humbled and honored to
serve my country for 28 years.

The true heroes (certainly not
me) are those who sacraficed their
lives. We remaining alive are a
legacy of their bloodshed.

Are we a good and worthy
legacy? Read on!

Even if we agree to disagree on
some issues, let’s keep positive

and constructive for a happy and
united America.

Divided we fall - just ask the
Romans!

Seeds planted with love for
your neighbor on fertile ground
produce healthy crops.

This our forefathers imagined
and ordained.

This area has many good citi-
zens. All for one and one for all.

So help us God!

John Coats
Bloomfield

Let’s agree to disagree and be one nation

The Bloomfield Free Press wel-
comes and encourages its readers to
take an active voice in their com-
munity.

We welcome all Letters to the
Editor and will print them on a
first-received, first-published basis.

All letters for publication must
contain the signature, address and
telephone number of the writer -
although the address and telephone
number will not be published.

Letters submitted for publication
must not contain material which is

deemed offensive or libelous by the
Editorial Board of the Free Press.

All letters become property of
Bloomfield Publishing, Inc.

The Editorial Board reserves the
right to edit and/or reject any and
all Letters to the Editor.



<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /All
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Warning
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.0000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 300
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 300
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName ()
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /Description <<
    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000500044004600206587686353ef901a8fc7684c976262535370673a548c002000700072006f006f00660065007200208fdb884c9ad88d2891cf62535370300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>
    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef653ef5728684c9762537088686a5f548c002000700072006f006f00660065007200204e0a73725f979ad854c18cea7684521753706548679c300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ESP <>
    /FRA <>
    /ITA <>
    /JPN <>
    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020b370c2a4d06cd0d10020d504b9b0d1300020bc0f0020ad50c815ae30c5d0c11c0020ace0d488c9c8b85c0020c778c1c4d560002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken voor kwaliteitsafdrukken op desktopprinters en proofers. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /PTB <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents for quality printing on desktop printers and proofers.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)
  >>
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames true
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks false
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks false
      /AddPageInfo false
      /AddRegMarks false
      /ConvertColors /NoConversion
      /DestinationProfileName ()
      /DestinationProfileSelector /NA
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution
      >>
      /FormElements false
      /GenerateStructure true
      /IncludeBookmarks false
      /IncludeHyperlinks false
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles true
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /NA
      /PreserveEditing true
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UseDocumentBleed false
    >>
  ]
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice




