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Mixture of signs refreshing
Some random thoughts

this week - in no specific
order:

• In driving throughout
Greene County during the
last couple of weeks, I have
noticed something that is
really encouraging.

This time of year, front
yards are inevitable littered
with signs endorsing one politician or another.

Most of the time, I have always noticed that
folks who were Republicans had only GOP signs in
their yards, while the opposite was true for the
Democrats.

What is great is that - if signs are any indication
- people are starting to share my view that partisan
politics on a local level is just plain silly.

I have recently noticed a large number of yards
with signs for candidates in both parties.

There might be a Joe Sullivan sign right next to
a Tom Franklin sign or a Chip Allen sign adjacent
to a Brian Gainey sign, for example.

I think this shows a certain insightfulness on the
part of Greene County voters which has been lack-
ing in the past. It appears that people are actually
standing behind the best man or woman for the job,
instead of letting their political affiliation dictate
who they will endorse or vote for.

I also think it shows a certain civility returning
to Greene County politics.

• Speaking of politics, at the Scotland Festival
on Saturday, I performed a completely unbiased,
unscientific study and am ready to announce my
findings.

Both the Democrats and the Republicans were
handing out popcorn at the festival, so I forced
myself to partake of both offerings.

Now, those of you who know me will know that
I am a popcorn addict. I have actually gone to
movies just to get the popcorn before.

Anyway, I promised both parties that I would
taste test their products and declare which was
Greene County's Best Political Popcorn.

While the Democrats' popcorn was fresh, hot
and had exactly the right amount of salt, the
Republicans used flavored oil, which gave them the
edge.

After I taste tested both, I was approached by
Sheriff Leon Allen, who informed me that he, in
fact, made the best popcorn in Greene County and I
would have to retest everyone at the upcoming
Apple Festival.

The gauntlet has been thrown down.
• We had to go to southern Missouri late last

week to pick up a new addition to our family.
Although he has yet to be named, there is now an
80-pound, 10-month-old bullmastiff lying on the
floor right now.

But that wasn't what I was intending to com-
ment on here.

On the nine-hour trip down and the nine hours
back, I noticed something kind of curious - Rodney
King was right.

You'll remember that Rodney King was the guy
who got beaten by the Los Angeles police and

uttered the famous quote,
"Can't we all just get along?"

Just outside of Rolla, Mo.,
there was major construction. It
was a snarled-up mess. The
traffic problem was exacerbat-
ed by the fact that a Schneider
Transportation truck (truck
number 31056 to be exact),
hauling a trailer for Dollar

General, was driving like an idiot. He wasn't letting
anyone in; he was cutting people off and just gen-
erally being cantankerous.

It took 45 minutes to get through the city of
Rolla, which is about the size of Bloomington.

Now, a few hours up the road was more major
road construction, which we traveled through at
rush hour - just outside St. Louis.

The amazing thing is that when people started
cooperating with each other, it was smooth sailing.
There were no major delays, no accidents and we
got through the traffic in no time flat.

I'll bet the guy who works downtown St. Louis
and commutes was probably a little nicer to his
family when he got home that night.

Isn't it amazing what a little civility and com-
mon courtesy can do for everyone's outlook?

• Speaking of civility, what ever happened to us
parents teaching our children how to act in public?

Now, I'm not going to go down the road of
bashing some of our local youths because they
have no manners or respect again - been there,
done that.

But I will say this - they don't.
As I'm sure most of you are well aware, our lit-

tle darlings (that's the name I've chosen for the
handful of miscreants in our community) are none-
too-pleased with me currently because I got them
in trouble for being little vandals at the Bloomfield
Town Park.

What one would think the geniuses would have
learned by now is that the more angry they get -
and the more they publicly show their anger - the
more they are proving my original point about lack
of maturity and intelligence.

I was approached by several of them at the
Scotland Festival on Saturday. I have also seen sev-
eral at Petro over the last couple of weeks.

They are rude, obnoxious and act like they were
raised by wolves instead of having good homes -
like they do.

A life lesson I learned a long time ago was that
one can catch more flies with honey than with
vinegar.

I'm more than willing to sit down with any of
our kids and have a reasoned, intellectual conversa-
tion. But as long as they keep acting like juvenile
delinquents, I'm going to keep calling them on it.

I’ve learned over the years that when you shout,
no one listens.

(R. Michael Johnson is Editor and Publisher of
the Bloomfield Free Press and writes Off the Record
as a weekly Opinion Page feature. It appears every
Wednesday.)

off the
RECORD

r. michael johnson
editor/publisher

PAGE 4

Beech Creek Township Trustee Larry Shute
told members of the Eastern Volunteer Fire
Department that they “forgot why they are

members of this organization.”
The Way We See It, Shute - who is a lifetime mem-

ber of the department - was completely right.
For the better part of a year, members have been

bickering and breaking off into separate factions
because of personality conflicts, inflated egos and
just plain silliness.

That silliness came to a head Tuesday when the
position of Interim Fire Chief was offered to
Assistant Chief Rob Johnson, a move most thought
would put an end to the backbiting and allow the
department to get on with its daily business of hero-
ism.

Upon receiving the offer, Johnson immediately
placed stipulations on his taking the position - stipu-
lations which would have continued the infighting.

The Way We See It, the resignation of Jeff Combs
as fire chief and the naming of a new chief should
have been the end to the battle at Eastern.

The Way We See It, the most qualified officer to
assume control of the department would have been
Johnson.

But that did not happen.
Fire department board vice president Todd Payne

told members that the issues the department has are
“not about you.”

He said, “it’s about where we live, where we work
and where we raise our kids.”

The Way We See It, we couldn’t agree more.
The Way We See It, volunteer firefighters are

America’s modern-day gladiators. They are the ones
who run in when everyone else is running out.

But, The Way We See It, the volunteers at the
Eastern Volunteer Fire Department are allowing
playground-like arguments to interfere with the exe-
cution of thier sworn duties.

The Way We See It, Clint Pfaff was right not to
resign from the board and Glen Miller is to be com-
mended for stepping up to take control as interim
chief.

And, The Way We See It, if the department can’t
get its act together in the next month, Larry Shute
should take the toys away and give them to a group
that knows how to play well with others.




