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The Way We See It
Economic growth is

a must for area
After a Saturday evening fire gutted a Main

Street business, one passerby was overheard
saying, “That’s all we need, another business
gone.”

The Way We See It, we hope Main Street
Sports rebuilds, reorganizes and reopens -
sooner, rather than later.

But a larger issue remains.
Over the last few decades, the retail, manufac-

turing and employment outlook for the Greene
County seat has slowly dwindled.

The Way We See It, there is very little reason
Bloomfield can’t again be the great town it
once was - if not even better.

But, it will take the work of all of us. It will
take a renewed Chamber of Commerce - with
members who are active.

It will take a community whose mind is open
to new ideas and some “outside-the-box” kind
of thinking.

The Way We See It, we, as a community, can
shine again. But it will take all of us using
elbow grease and brain-power.

The current philosophy of the Greene County
Economic Development Corp. is to work on
attracting heavy hitters like those coming to the
West Gate at Crane.

For that, we applaud them.
But, The Way We See It, the economic devel-

opers of Greene County should also be search-
ing for small game - the folks who might
employ eight or 10 people, the small mom-and-
pop retailers - in short, the kind of businesses
that make a small town great.

The Way We See It, if the Greene County
Economic Development Corp. doesn’t have the
manpower or desire to go after smaller fish,
then the Town of Bloomfield and its Chamber
of Commerce needs to step up to the plate and
take a swing.

The Way We See It, economic development -
and our community’s future - are inexplicably
tied together.

The Way We See It, we can all watch our
community shrivel, or we can collectively
stomp on the brakes and turn this ship around.

Just one vote? Read on ...
“It’s only a primary elec-

tion,” a local teen told me.
“I’m not going to waste my
time.”

Aside from the fact that in
the world of elections, there is
never “just” a primary, that
statement shows America’s
growing apathy with the elec-
toral system.

Look at most elections in
the last 30 or 40 years - less than half of the people
who are eligible to vote actually register, and less
than half of the registered voters actually get out and
cast their ballots.

I think most people think their single, solitary
vote somehow will not matter in the grand scheme of
things.

Just think about it, with the millions and millions
of votes cast nationally, what will one little vote in
Greene County matter?

Well, before you decide to stay home next
Tuesday because “one little vote won’t matter,” I
want you to think about a couple of items.

First, the Bloomfield School Board’s election -
which features a six-way race for two seats - is NOT
a primary. Tuesday’s it. Winner take all.

We have a new superintendent, are looking for a
new athletic director and have a relatively new high
school principal.

Now is not the time to let someone else decide
who will run our school.

Second, when thinking about your single, lonely
little vote, consider the following:

• If all indications are cor-
rect, one voter in each precinct
in the U.S. will determine the
next president of the United
States. One Vote.

• In 1948, just one addition-
al vote in each precinct would
have elected Dewey instead of
Truman. In 1960, the same is
true of Nixon and Kennedy.
One Vote.

• Texas was added to the union by two votes.
• California, Oregon, Washington and Idaho were

all admitted to the Union by one vote. One Vote.
• Women won the right to vote by one vote. The

19th Amendment to the Constitution was radified by
Tennessee - the last state to do so - by one vote .

• Closer to home - President Rutherford B. Hayes
was elected by the Electoral College by one vote.
Here’s the kicker: The man who cast that vote was
an Indiana Representative who was elected to the
U.S. House by one vote. One Vote.

• In the mid-1990s, the federal budget was bal-
anced and the government allowed to continue to
function by one vote in the Senate. One Vote.

So, just think about this next Tuesday when
you’re “too tired” or “too busy” or “not interested” -
your one vote could make history.

(R. Michael Johnson is Editor and Publisher of
the Bloomfield Free Press and writes Off the Record
as a weekly Opinion Page feature. It appears every
Wednesday. He has voted in nearly every election
since he was 18 - casting his first ballot for Ronald
Reagan.)
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r. michael johnson
editor/publisher

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

Thanks from High-Rise Bingo
Dear Editor,

I would like to thank the follow-
ing for their donations to the High
Rise Bingo program:
• Hot Stuff Pizza (Petro Plus)
• Bloomfield Pizza Hut
• Bloomfield Dairy Queen
• Geneva's Pizza

• Rick VanDeventer
• Edna Minks
• Jimmy Edwards
• Karen English
• Peggy Shonk
• Betty Kurtz
• Diana Imes
• LaVon Yoho

• Anyone else who donated their
time or items for the bingo games.

Debbie Colvin
Meal Site Manager

Bloomfield High Rise 
Apartments

Easter Egg Hunt successful event
Dear Editor,

This year’s annual Bloomfield
Easter Egg Hunt, sponsored by
the Bloomfield Chamber of
Commerce was a great success.

We had more than 272 children
registered, with more than 120
being fingerprinted and given
Child ID kits by the Bloomfield
Police Department and the Greene
County Sheriff’s Department.

On behalf of the Chamber, I
would like to thank the following
people and businesses who helped
with this year’s Easter Egg Hunt:

• Sandy and Zack Mead
• Jessica and Matthew Tharp
• Dacia Sachtjen
• Beth Inman
• Eli Purdue
• Connie Anderson
• Pam Carmichael
• Ruthie England
• Janet Basye
• Ken Tharp
• Bob Richardson
• Terry Pierce
• Bloomfield Apple Festival

Committee
• The Daily World

• The Bloomfield Free Press
• Easter Bunny (Stewy)
• Eric Alano
• Bloomfield Fire Department
Also, thank you to all of the

parents and grandparents for
bringing the children to this year’s
event.

Hope to see all of you again
next year.

Terri Coker
President

Bloomfield Chamber of
Commerce

More Letters on today’s
Second Opinion Page, page 5
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