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LETTER TO THE EDITOR

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR POLICY
The Bloomfield Free Press welcomes

and encourages its readers to take an
active voice in their community.

We welcome all Letters to the Editor
and will print them on a first-received,
first-published basis.

All letters for publication must contain
the signature, address and telephone
number of the writer - although the
address and telephone number will not

be published.
Letters submitted for publication must

not contain material which is deemed
offensive or libelous by the Editorial
Board of the Free Press.

All letters become property of
Bloomfield Publishing, Inc.

The Editorial Board reserves the right to
edit and/or reject any and all Letters to
the Editor. Letters may be sent electroni-
cally to: news@bloomfieldfreepress.com

We’re all fat thanks to Sam’s
Give me the Nobel Prize. I

have figured out the rea-
son America is the most obese
country on the planet. 

Two words - Sam’s Club.
The membership-only

mega-retailer forces normally
rational folks to over eat on a
regular basis - no matter
whether they want to.

Case in point: I love ‘everything’ bagels. They
are the bagels that have onions, garlic and poppy
seeds. Got hooked on them when I was a prostitute
for corporate America a number of years ago.

But, I digress.
Here’s the deal: Sam’s Club ‘everything’ bagels

are two for $3.68 - a bargain, I must admit.
But, there is a catch. One must purchase two

bags of bagels. You can’t split the difference.
I was in Sam’s a few weeks ago and didn’t want

two bags of bagels. I wanted a single bag of six
bagels.

“You have to buy two bags,” was the clerk’s
first response.

“That’s OK, I’ll just pay a higher price.”
“No, we cannot sell you just one bag of bagels,”

came his response.
“So, let me get this right, I can’t buy a single

bag of bagels - I have to buy two bags, regardless?”
“That is right.”
At which point I offered to pay the kid $3 for

the single bag of bagels.
Then, it was $3.68 for the bagels - the same

price as two bags.
“You don’t understand, sir, I physically cannot

sell you a single bag of bagels.”
“OK, Skippy, I’ll tell you what, let’s pretend

that I bought two bags of bagels, but I’m only leav-
ing with one bag.”

“You can’t do that, it will throw off our inven-
tory and we have a deal with the supplier that we
will only sell the bagels two bags at a time.”

This had now moved from a friendly shopping
experience to a quest for a single bag of bagels.

In case you’re wondering, although I do really
enjoy the ‘everything’ bagels, I hate them when

they are stale. And, if I
bought two bags of bagels,
they would go stale before I
could eat them.

So, while I was willing to
pay the full price for a single
bag - it would be foolish to
waste the extra food.

When I was in school, the
nuns would always admon-

ish us if we wasted food.
“There are starving pigmy babies in Africa and

you are throwing away food,” could be heard daily
in the cafeteria.

I guess that just stuck with me.
So, here I am, a consumer with cash in hand,

offering the merchant the opportunity to double his
profit by charging me for two bags of bagels and
me only taking one with me.

But, the cashier dude - who appeared to be a
chromosome or two shy - just would not budge.

Finally, I relented and purchased the two bags
of bagels - which is when I discovered something
else about Sam’s Club.

They don’t like it very well when the general
public sets up at one of their little sample stands
and starts handing out food in an ‘unauthorized
manner.’

I was practicing sanitary procedures - even
wearing plastic gloves and a head covering. But
they thought it was wholy inappropriate for me to
be giving away bagel samples to passersby.

I guess it was my sales pitch that probably did
me in:

“These are great bagels, but they will force feed
you two bags - I hope you’re hungry.”

At one point I was advised that if I did not cease
and desist my philanthropic endeavor, they would
call the Bloomington Police.

At that point, I decided it was time to leave the
store - with only one bag of bagels.

Sometimes it really is all about winning.

(R. Michael Johnson is Editor and Publisher of
the Bloomfield Free Press and writes Off the
Record as a weekly Opinion Page Feature.)

off the
RECORD

r. michael johnson
editor/publisher

Thank you for your kindness
Dear Editor,

The family of Gerald Headley
would like to thank everyone
who sent flowers, visited the
funeral home, made phone calls,
sent cards, said prayers and visit-
ed with the family following the
passing of Gerald.

All of your acts of kindness
and sympathy were very much
appreciated.

We want to say a special
thank you to Rev. Brent Meyer
for a beautiful message at the
funeral.

Also, thank you to Lester
Jenkins and Sons Funeral Home
for their thoughtfulness, and to
Beverly Pridemore and Bill
Hudson for the special music.

Thank you to the pallbearers.
We also appreciate and thank

the women of the Bloomfield

First Baptist Church who provid-
ed the meal after the funeral.

We thank Lyons Health and
Living Center and its employees
for the care, concern and comfort
they gave while taking care of
Gerald - and for the many acts of
kindness shown to the family.

We thank Dr. Owen Batterton
and the staff of the Intensive
Care Unit at Greene County
General Hospital for the concern
and comfort they gave Gerald
during his last hours.

To everyone who visited him,
sent cards, gifts and said prayers
for Gerald while he was ill at
home and at Lyons, we say thank
you.

The Gerald Headley Family
Thelma Robison

Doris Johnson
Don and Nancy Greene
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giving them her consent to
search.

He was warned a number of
times to calm down before he
was placed in the car and taken
to the Greene County Jail on a
number of felony charges,
including: resisting law enforce-
ment with a motor vehicle, a
Class D felony; operating a
motor vehicle while intoxicated
with a prior conviction, a Class
D felony; possession of a
Schedule II controlled substance,
a Class D felony; possession of a

Schedule IV controlled sub-
stance, a Class D felony; and
possession of marijuana, a Class
A misdemeanor.

The possession of a controlled
substance charges stem from a
discovery made when officers
were unrolling the bag of mari-
juana to weigh it and log it into
evidence.

Along with the marijuana, the
bag also contained two prescrip-
tion amphetamine pills and two
Xanax pills - for none of which
Anthony had a prescription.

South Point
Auto Diagnostics & Repairs

Brakes & Shocks

SR 231S • Bloomfield • Just North of Bradfield’s
812-384-4409 or 812-381-2933

• Area’s Lowest Labor Rates

• No Parts Markup
• Walk-in Pricing
• Repairs - Minor to Major

• Open Saturdays Until 5 pm
• Special Extended Hours for  

NSWC-Crane Employees

Hours: Mon. - Sat. 9 a.m. - 5 p.m.
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