
I don't know about all of
you, but I will be glad when
next Wednesday arrives. It will
mark the end of the current
political season.

Actually, with our new vot-
ing machines and the comput-
er-driven results, the current
political season will end at
about 8:30 or 9 p.m. on
Tuesday when the unofficial results are printed out
and some folks will celebrate. Others will be disap-
pointed.

But, it will finally be over. No more inane televi-
sion ads. No more yard signs. No more conjecture
and guessing.

But, I digress.
Anyway, before we get to next Tuesday, I wanted

to take a moment or two to explain how we are going
to cover this election, and why we're going to do
what we're going to do.

First, you'll notice that in this week's paper, we
have profiles of a number of county-wide candi-
dates.

To ensure fairness and accuracy in the profiles,
candidates in each race were asked the same general
questions - like "Why should I vote for you?"

Then, most of the candidates were given a ques-
tion specific to their race or themselves, personally.

I have spent the last six months listening to the
political rumblings around the county, and I tried to
ask some of the questions that were on everyone's
minds.

The candidates' answers are exactly as they were
recorded. This, in my mind, leaves no room for edi-
torializing or bias of any sort.

Secondly, you will notice that we have yet to
publish the financial statements from the candidates.
This is for two reasons.

First, with the election only a week away, one has
to ask if it is fair to one candidate or another to tell
how much or little the other candidates spent. I don't
think so.

Also, the reports that are currently available - of
which we have copies - are not up to date. They only
show expenses and donation through a few weeks
ago. So, at best, they are not accurate.

We will publish that complete report after the
election is over and all the counting is done.

Besides, would the fact that Candidate A spent
$1,000 and Candidate B spent $10,000 sway your
vote, anyway?

If so, shame on you.
Now, on to how we're going to cover the actual

election.
Over the last quarter-century, I personally have

covered everything from local city council and
school board races to national contests throughout
the country.

And, there is one thing - if
nothing else - that I have
learned over the years. The los-
ers are always "disappointed"
and think their opponent "did a
great job of campaigning;" the
winners are always "glad,
happy and honored by the vot-
ers' confidence."

So, why should we waste
our effort and your time simply regurgitating the
same quotes you have all read over and over and
over again?

I think we shouldn't.
We will not staff the courthouse or the Democrat

and Republican headquarters with three or four peo-
ple on election night.

There is no reason to, other than our own over-
inflated sense of self-worth.

What you will get next Wednesday is what I've
learned that you're really interested in - who won and
by how many votes.

We will also provide - just like we did for the pri-
mary election - the complete precinct-by-precinct
breakdown of votes cast. That is actually interesting
reading, if you're at all into local politics and the
political landscape of Greene County.

And, we'll make it so you can get all the informa-
tion you need at a glance - without having to sort
through 500 words of us trying to look politically
astute.

One last item I wanted to discuss about the
upcoming election and our coverage is photographs.

In some states, it is a law that one cannot take
photographs within a polling place. I asked our
Greene County elections office to research that law
for me recently, and they found that it is, in fact,
legal for me to take your picture inside the voting
booth.

But, there is one small problem with that.
Aside from having sex and going to the bath-

room, I believe that voting is one of the most private
things one can do.

And it should be.
So, while you may see a picture of the voters

coming into the courthouse, or Bill Sipes counting
absentee ballots, you will not see pictures of people
voting. I think that's an invasion of their privacy and
is deplorable.

If all this means that we sell a few less papers
next week, so be it. Sometimes, there are more
important things than money.

And, doing what you believe is right is one of
them.

(R. Michael Johnson is Editor and Publisher of
the Bloomfield Free Press and writes Off the Record
as a weekly Opinion Page feature. It appears every
Wednesday.)
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This election, we’re giving
you what you really want

off the
RECORD

r. michael johnson
editor/publisher

Thanks for 5k run
Dear Editor,

The Bloomfield Athletic
Department would like to thank
the following businesses for their
donations to the Apple Festival
5K run/walk:

The Pepperoni Grill, Petro
Plus, Edward Jones Investments,
Bloomfield Free Press, 1st
Security Insurance, Hi-Lift Jacks,
The Picnic Basket, Bloomfield
State Bank, RoadID, QT's
Activewear, UDWI/R.E.M.C.,
Bloomfield's Cookie Lady,
Homestead Realty, Bloomfield
IGA, Jordan & Vaught Insurance,
Pamida, Rick Hudson Insurance,
D&R Paints, Bloomfield Dairy
Queen, White's Family Shoes,

Haywood Printing &  Stained
Glass, Byers Home Furnishings,
Farmers & Mechanics Federal
Savings, Austin Memorial Arts,
Lisa's Cut & Tan, Blue Flame,
Jeff Coffin Financial Services,
TJ'z Video, Main Source Bank,
Joe Nicholson, and Amy
Gilmore.

Thanks to all these businesses
as well as everyone who ran or
walked - your support of the ath-
letic department is much appreci-
ated.

Andy Ross
Athletic Director

Bloomfield Jr./Sr. High School

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

Vote for a change
Dear Editor,

I recently attended the School
Board candidate forum at Eastern
Greene School. There are seven
candidates running for 3 posi-
tions. Two of the candidates are
currently serving on the school
board, and one is a past member
of the board. The other four can-
didates are fresh faces.

The candidates had to answer
several questions posed to them
by the moderator. Based on their
answers, it only proves to me that
if you vote to re-elect a current
member on the board, or vote for
the past member, you are voting
to keep things the way they have
been since the current superinten-
dent was hired.

The new faces are eager to
open the lines of communication
with the community. They
expressed a desire to listen to the
community, assess the needs of
the students, yet make sure the
tax burden that has been put upon
us by the current board isn't
increased.

I urge everyone in Center,
Jackson and Beech Creek town-
ships to get out and vote.
Remember, to vote for a current
or past member of the board will
only keep things the way they
have been. If you want to see
CHANGE, vote for new faces!

Jane Adams
Springville

The Bloomfield Free Press welcomes and encourages
its readers to take an active voice in their community.
We welcome all Letters to the Editor and will print

them on a first-received, first-published basis.
All letters for publication must contain the signature,

address and telephone number of the writer - although
the address and telephone number will not be pub-
lished.
Letters submitted for publication must not contain

material which is deemed offensive or libelous by the
Editorial Board of the Free Press.
All letters become property of Bloomfield Publishing,

Inc.
The Editorial Board reserves the right to edit and/or

reject any and all Letters to the Editor.

Letters policy




